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Anastasia Akhvlediani (b. 1996) is a young artist. She graduated from the Free
University School of Visual Arts, Architecture and Design (VA [A] DS) in 2018.
Painting plays a leading role in her work; however, the artist actively experi-
ments in different media and among them explores experimental ways of pre-
senting painting. Anastasia’s work often deals with social issues, the rights of
women and minorities, discusses the realities of post-Soviet Georgia and chal-
lenges inviolable cultural archetypes. During her residency Anastasia decided
to work on abstract forms inspired by architectural elements. She then created
a three-dimensional object in which organic forms, personal symbolism, and
phantasmagorical elements are combined.
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ANASTASIA, HOW DID YOU COME TO YOUR CHOICE OF AR-
TISTIC ACTIVITY?

I was 9 when | visited an exhibition of kids’ art class. | asked my
mom to sign me up for next semester, since | never stopped do-
ing art. | think | felt an enormous urge to express myself. At nine
years old, art was the only way, and | guess still is the only way.
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COULD YOU PLEASE TELL US ABOUT YOUR GRANDMA AND HER ART?

The way | see her has definitely changed in the last couple of years. My Grand-
mother Lali was a typical Georgian housewife; she had a job in the chemistry
department at Georgian Technical University, raised three daughters and five
grandchildren and also had baking as her side job. She is a very creative person
and expressed her creativity through her housework, baking, and sewing. Since
her husband died, and we all grew up, she has had a lot of time for herself. She
started making this extraordinary jewellery and home wdecorations, and lately
she also started painting. That is why today | see her not only as a caring Grand-
mother but also as one of the best outsider artists.
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WHAT KIND OF ART DO YOU LIKE? STYLES, TECHNIQUES
| think | like all kinds of art. In an artwork or in installations, the most important

for me is the story it tells. | would say | care about stories and the ways we use to
tell them.
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COULD YOU DESCRIBE GEORGIAN CULTURE?

Georgian culture is very diverse and has many layers and possibilities for devel-
opment. Although in the last ten years many significant institutions have been es-
tablished, now it is in a period of crisis due to local political and global situations.
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WHICH GEORGIAN ARTISTS ARE MORE OR LESS CLOSE TO YOU?
AND HOW?

It’s a very hard question for me, the list of inspirational artists always changes for
me. Recently | visited Soliko Virsaladze’s retrospective exhibition, his works really
inspired me.




